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Announcements  of  tho  Foreign  Office  Concerning 
the  Lady  Bird  and  the  Panay  Inoidente  (Dec.,  14) 

Regarding  the  bombing  and  sinking  incident  of  the  Pana^ 
an  American  gunboat,  along  with  three  Amerioan  merchantmen. 
Foreign  Minister  HIROTA  immediately  called  on  Mr.  Grew, 
Amerioan  Ambassador  resident  in  Tokyo,  and  expressed  regret 
on  behalf  of  the  Japanese  Government  on  Dec  13. 

At  the  same  time  he  sent  a  telegram  to  Ambassador  SAITO 
in  the  United  States  instructing  him  to  take  similar  steps. 

On  Dec.  14  he  sent  Ambassador  Grewthe  Imoerial  Governments' 
official  note  of  apology.  Further  in  the  United  States 
Ambassador  SAITO  called  on  Secretary  of  State  Hull  on  Deo.  13 
and  expressed  sincere  regrets  according  to  instructions 
from  the  Imperial  Government.  The  Secretary  o'  State 
thereupon  stated  that  although  he  made  it  a  rule  to 
handle  all  international  affairs  with  restraint  and  to 
obtain  results,  he  had  been  unable  to  oontain  his  alarms  at 
the  Panay  Incident.  The  case  has  already  been  roported’-to 
the  President  vrhe  has  also  shown  great  concern  over  the  matter 
Concerning  the  incident  where  our  Imoerial  troops  "ired  a 
volley  of  small  arms  'ire  agdinst  the  British  gunboat 
"Lady  Bird"  at  ’Vuhu,  Foreign  Minister  KIRPTA  immediately 
oa lied  on  British  Ambassador  Craigie  resident  in  Tokyo  on 
the  adt"  moon  of  Dee.  13  and,  reoresenting  the  Imperial 
Government,  expressed  deep  regret  for  the  outbreak  o'*  this 
unfortunate  affair.  It  was  'urther  discovered  on  Dec.  14th 
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that  besides  the  abovo  named  gunboat,  the  Pritish  gunboat 
"Pee"  at  ^uhu  and  two  other  British  gunboats  the  "Cricks  t1* 
and  the  "S ca 1  Ion"  at  Nanking  had  also  been  fired  upon  so 
on  the  same  da^,  FTROTA,  renresenting  the  Imperial  Government, 
sent  an  official  note  of  analogy  addressed  to  Ambassador 
Cra igie • 
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Statement  of  Source  and  Aughtntioity 


I,  ODP ,  Kagaharu,  Assistant 


Section.  Japanese  Foreign  Office,  hereby  certify  that  the 
document  hereto  attached  In  Japanese  consisting  of — 2 o 


and  entitled  "Statement  r*1 


De  cember  14,  1937 


is  an  exaot  and  true  ooov  of  an 


Japanese  Fore  lgn  Of  ce 


Certified  at  Tokyo, 

this  3  0th  day  of  De  cember  1P46 


T^Ai’SM Tier  CQ^TI~*ICA T 


/s /  Yckio  Kawamoto 


Tokyo,  Japan 

Da te  2 9  Jana.  1947 
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CERTIFICAT3 


Sta teme nt  of  Source  and  Aughtntioity 


I ,  ODO,  Nagaharu,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Archives 
Section,  Japanese  Foreign  Office,  hereby  certify  that  the 

document  hereto  attaohed  In  Japanese  consisting  of — 2 cages 

and  entitled  "Statement  rp  the  Foreign  Office  regarding  tho_ 
Inoldonts  of  Ladybird  and  Panay,  Deoember  14,  193?. w 
Is  an  exaot  and  true  ooov  of  an  official  document  o«*  the 
Japanese  Foreign  Office, 


Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  3  0th  day  of  Do  camber  1046, 


_ Nagaharu  ODO _ 

Signature  of  Officia 


Witness  i  ~t«  Ishlda 


TRA:’SL\TICr  CQFTI^ICAT? 

I,  Yukio  Kawamoto,  of  the  Defense  Language  Branch, 
hereby  oertify  that  the  foregoing  translation  described  In 
the  above  certificate  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,  a  correct  translation  and  Is  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  meaning  of  tho  original  dooumont. 

/s/  Yckio  Kawamoto 


Tokyo,  Japan 
Date  29  Jana,  1947 
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